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IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Salety is a combination of common sanse,
staying alert, and knowlng how your
walfdry vacuum cleaner (*Vac") works.

Safety Signal Words

A\ DANGER! Indicates an imminently
hazardous situation which, if not avolded,
will result in death or serious injury.

A WARNING: Indicates a potentially
hazardous situation which, if hot avoided,
could result in death or serous Injury.
A CAUTION: Indicates a potentlally
hazardous shuation which, if not avoided,
may result in miner or modarate injury,

When using'your Vac, always follow baslc
safety precautions Including the following:

A WARNING .+

teduce the risk of fire, electric shock,

or injury:

+ Read and unhdersiand this operator’s
manual and all jabels on tha Wet/Dry
Vae before cperating.

- Usa only as described in thls manual.
Do not leave Vac nnning whila unattended.
Sparks inside the motor can ignite
flammable vapors or dust. To reduce
the risk of fire or explosion, do not
vacuum or usa near flammable er
combustible liquids, gases, or

_explosive dusis, such as gascline or

-gther fusls, lighter fluld, cleaners, il
based palnts, natural gas, hydrogen,
coal dust, magnesium dust, aluminum
dust, grain dust, or gun powder,

+ Do not vacuum anything that Is burning
or stnoking, such as Gigarsties,
malches, or hot ashes.

+ Do not vacuum drywall dust or cold

firaplace sool or ash with standard

filter. This is a very fina dust which may

be exhausted back into the air. Use a

fine dust filter instead.

To reduce tha risk of health hazards

from vapors or dust, do not vacuum

toxic matetials,

+ Do not uge or store near hazardous
malerials,

"+ To reduce the rlsk of electric shock, do

net expose to rain or allow liquid to
enter motor compariment. Stora
indoors.

Do not allow to be used as a toy. Close
attantion Is necessary when used by or
near children. '
+ Do not use with a torn filter or without
the filter installed except when
vacuuming liquids as dascribed in the -
Operation saction of this manual. Dry
debris ingested by the impeller may
damags the motor or be exhausted
back into the air.

WARNNG: The power cord on this
product contains lead, a chemical
known in the State of Callformia to causa

.

birth defects or other reproductive ham.

Wash hands after handling.

Do not leave Vac plugged in. Unplug
from cutlet when not in use and befora
senvicing.

Tum off Vac before unplugging.

.

Cleaning A Dry Filter

NOTE: For best cleaning results due to
accurmnulated dust, dean the filler in an
opan area. Cleahing SHOULD ba done
outdoors and not in tha lving quarers.

1. Remove filter from vac. Gently tap filter
against the inside wall of your dust
drum. The debris wil? loosen and fall.

2. For thorough cleaning of dry filter with
fine dust (no debris), run water through
it as described under "Cleaning A
Wet Filter".

Cleaning A Wet Filter

After filter is remaved, run water through
the filter from & hose or spigot. Take care
that water pressure fram the hosa s not
strong enough to damage filter,
Remermber: To dry a filter quickly, reinstall
tha filter on the vac and allow the unit to
run for approximately 10 minutes. The

_clean air rushing through the filter will dry it.

IMPORTANT: Afier cleaning, chack the filter
for tears or smalt holes, Do not use a filter
with holes ortears In it. Even a small hole
cart cause & lot of dust to coma out of your
vac.

IMPORTANT: if your filter is damaged or
worn, replage it immediately.
Installation

Refer to “Replacement Filter Assembly”
Section of this manual.

Altow the filter to dry before reinstalling
and storing the vac. :
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Cleaning and Disinfecting the

Wet/Dry Vac

To kesp your Wet/Dry Vac looling its

hest, dean the cutside with a cloth

dampened with warm water and mild

soap. '

To clean tha drum:

1. Dump debrls out,

2 Wash drum thoroughly with warm water
and miild soap.

3. Wipe out with dry cloth,

Belore prolonged slorage or as needed
{i-0.; waste water pick up) the drum
should be disinfectsd.

Ta disinfect the drum: .

1, Pour 1 gatton of water and 1 _mmmvc,o:
chlorine bleach into the drum,

2.1 et solution stand for 20 minutes,
carehilly swishing every faw minutes,
making sure to wet ali inside sutaces
of the drum,

3. Empty drum after 20 minutes, Rinse
with water urttil bleach smell is gone.
Allow drum to dry completaly before
sealing the motor on the drum.

Storage

Before storing your vac, the dust drum
should be emptied and gleaned. The cord
should be wrapped around the unit and
the hose should be stored as described
in this manual. Accessories should be
kept in the same area as the vac so they
can be readily available. The vac should
be siored indoors.

Casters

If your casters are nolsy, you may put a
drop of oll on the roller shatt to make
thern quiatar.

A\ WARNING: To assure product
SAFETY and RELIABILITY, repairs
and adjustments should be :
petformed by Independent Service
Centers, always using RIDGID
replacement paris.
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Operation

A WARNING
To reduce the rigk of fire or explosion, do not operate this vace in areas with
flammable gases, vapors or explosive dust in the air. Flammable gases or
vapors include but are not limited to; lighter fluid, solvent type cleancrs,
oil-base painis, gasoline, aleohol or aerosol sprays. Explosive dusts include
but are not limited to; coal, magnesium, alumirum, grain or gun powder.
Do not vacuum explosive dust, flammable or combustible liquids or hot
ashes. Do not usa this vac as a sprayer. To reduce the tisk of health hazards
from vapors or dusts, do not vacuum toxic materials.

A\ WARNING: The operation of any
ulility vac can result in foreign
objects being blown Into the eyes,
which can result in severe eye
damage, Always wear safety
eyewear complying with ANSI Z87.1
(or in Canada, CSA Z94.3) before
starling operation. Salety eyewear
are available at many local retail
stores,

A CAUTION: To reduce risk of
hearing damage, wear ear
protectors when using the vac for
extended hours or when using it in
& noisy area.

To reduce the risk of alectric shock, this
appllance has a polarized plug {one

blade ls wider than the other), This plug
wilt fit in a polarized outlet only one way.

I the plug dosas not fit fuily in the outlet,

revarss the plug. If it stitt does not fit,
contact a qualified electriclan 10 install the
proper outlet. Do not change the plug In
any way.

After you plug the powar cotd into the
outlet, tum the unit on by pushing the
switch from position "O" fo position 1. The
symhbols used on the switch actuator ave
international "On & Oif* symbols, "0 Is the
symbol for "OFF" and "|" is the symbol for
"ON",

(O =0FF | =0ON
Familiarize yourself with the accessories
included with the vag, Each accassory may
be used in various waya for vacuuming
and blowing debris. Here s a list of the
accessoties and their uses.

10

Utility Nozzle - General purposs nozzle for
most vacuuming applications,

Wet Nozzie - Used for wet pickup on
smooth surfaces to pick up liquid and dry
the surface in one stroke.

Car Nozzle - Dry plekup nozzie for car
nteriors and moest upholstery cleaning.
Extension Wands - These wands can be
connacted together and provides
additional length for more reach.

Hose - Provides transfer of vacuum or
blowing capability to work site. Provides
the means of attaching extenslon wands
and nozzles,

A\ WARNING: To reduce the risk of
tire or electric shock, do not run vac
unattended.

Vacuuming Dry Materials

1. The filter must always ba in comrect
position to reduce the risk of leaks and
peasible damage to vae.

2. Your Wet/Dry Vac comes with the
VF5000 Fine Dust Filter installed.
When using your vac to pick up very
fine dust, it will be necessary for you to
empty the drum and clean the filter at
more fraquent intervals to maintain
peak vac performance. ,

NOTE: A dry filter Is necessary to pick up

dry matetial. |f you use your vac to pick

up dust when the fliter s wet, tha fitter wili
cleg quickly and be very difficult to clean.

3. If your filter Is wet but you need to use
the vac o pick up dry material, you can
quickly dry the filter by running the vac
without hose attached for about
10 minutes, The clean air rushing
through the vac will help dry the filter.

¢

Vacuuming Liquids

1. When picking up small amounts of
liquid the filter may be left in place,

2. When plcking up large amounts of
liguld we recormend that the filter be
removed. If the filter is not removed, it
will become saturated and misting may
appear inthe exhaust,

3. When the liquid In the drum reaches a
predstermined lavel, the float
mechanism will rise automatically to cut
off air-flow. When this happens, tum off
the vae, unplug the power cord, and
ampty the drum. You will know that the
float has risen because vac airflow
ceases and the motor noisa will bacome
higher In pitch, dus to increased motor
spaed.

4. After using the vac to pick up liquids, the
filter must ba dried to raduce the risk of
possible mildew and damage 10 the filter.

IMPORTANT: To reduce the rigk of

damage to the vae, do not run motor with

float in raised position.

Emptying the Drum

A\ WARNING: To reduce the risk of
back injury or falls, do not [ift a vac
heavy with liquid or debris. Scoop
or drain enough contents out 1o
make the vac light enough to fift
comfortably.

Moving the Wet/Dry Vac

Should it become necessary to pick the
vac up o mova it, the handie oh the
sides of the dust drum ara usad to [ift. To
maneuver the vac, the push/pull handle
an the powerhead of the unit should ba
used,

Blowing Feature
Your vac features a blowing port. It can
blow sawdust and other debris. Fallowy

the steaps below to use your vac as a
blower.,

A\ WARNING: Always wear safety
eyewear complying with ANSI Z87.1
{or in Canada, CSA Z94.3} befare
using as a blower.

A\ WARNING: To reduce the risk of
injury from accidental starting,
unplug power cord helore emptying
the drum.

A\ WARNING: To reduce the risk of
injury to bystanders, keep them
clear of blowing debris.

1. The vac comes equlpped with a drain
for easy emplylng of liquids. Simply
unscrew the drain cap and lift the
oppoeite side slightly to empty the
drum,

2. Ancther option is to remove the
powerhead assembly.

3. Lay powsrhead assembly aslde on a
dean area while ermptying drum.

* 4, Dump the drum contents into the

proper waste disposal container.

1

A\ CAUTION: Woar 2 dust mask if
blowing creates dust which might
be inhaled,

A\ CAUTION: To reduce the risk of
hearing damage wear ear proteciors
when using the vaciblower for
extended hours or when using it in -
a nolsy area.

1. Locate blowing port of your vac.

2. Insert the locking end of the tug-along
hosa into the blowing port of tha vac,
The hose should snap nto place.



